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FOR USE IN SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ONLY. Paul Sheldon, author of a series of historical

romances, wakes up in a secluded farmhouse in Colorado with broken legs while Annie Wilkes, a

disappointed fan, hovers over him with drugs, an ax, and a blowtorch, demanding he bring his

heroine back to life.
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I have never read anything written by Stephen King as I don't particularly like that genre. But a

friend insisted that I read Misery, and I was astounded by King's talents. I was hooked from the very

first page, and Misery is a book that will haunt yours days and nights long after you've finished.Paul

Sheldon is a popular writer celebrating the completion of a new book, when his car goes off a

mountain road in a snowstorm. He finds himself with shattered legs, being held captive by a former

nurse, Annie Wilkes. Ironically, Wilkes just happens to be his number one fan. While she's nursing

him back from near death, Wilkes reads his latest book, where he kills off his popular character,

Misery Chastain (a sappy, high-drama character whom Sheldon has come to loathe). She decides

that Sheldon will write a new novel (just for her), in which he brings Misery back from the dead. And

believe me-Wilkes has her methods to keep Sheldon writing! Sheldon soon discovers that he's like

Scheherazade, and the best way to stay alive is to keep the stories coming. Wilkes is a true

psychopath, and the mind games that Sheldon plays will have you riveted. His ultimate goal is to

escape, but Wilkes is one shrewd character, and his getting out alive is slim at best.Misery

succeeds on so many different levels. The characters are so very well developed. In trying to figure



out how to deal with Hurricane Annie, Paul also learns much about himself while he is trying to

survive. Misery is filled with lots of symbolism-especially in the writing of his new book, Misery

Returns. King also gives us a good look at the art of writing. He talks about the difference between a

hack, a popular writer and a literary writer.
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